High frequency of new mutations in North Indian Duchenne/Becker muscular dystrophy patients.
Accurate carrier determination is an important aspect in providing prenatal diagnosis and genetic counselling to families with Duchenne/Becker muscular dystrophy patients. Using quantitative polymerase chain reaction, we have analyzed the carrier status of 31 mothers (5 familial and 23 sporadic) who have an affected son with known deletion in the dystrophin gene. Only four out of 23 mothers of sporadic cases turned out to be heterozygous for the deleted exons. The lower number of carrier mothers in sporadic cases suggests a higher frequency of new mutations in North Indian DMD@BMD patients.